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Managenent Summary

Archeol ogical testing to identify the |level of effect on
potential archeol ogi cal resources was conducted at the proposed

| ocation of a new nuseum storage facility at Col onial National

H storical Park. Located imediately east of the existing

mai nt enance facility, excavation of thirteen shovel tests and one
| arger excavation unit indicated that the stratigraphy of the
area had been heavily conprom sed by the construction and
subsequent denolition of Quarters 211 and a parking turnout. No
intact stratigraphy relating to earlier resources was identified,
al t hough a single prehistoric artifact was recovered fromthe
western margi n of the proposed devel opnment area. The testing
procedure indicated that construction of the proposed nuseum
storage facility would have no effect on archeol ogi cal resources.
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| nt roducti on

Col oni al National Historical Park has proposed the construction
of a new museum storage facility adjacent to the existing

mai nt enance facility, located just west of U S. Route 17 (Figure
1). The location of the proposed devel opnent is the fornmer site
of Quarters 211 (Figure 2). Constructed around 1870, Quarters
211 was a five-bay two story dwelling with an Italianate roof.
Used for park housing fromits purchase in 1931 until the early
1980's, the structure was denolished in 1993. An unpaved parking
area was once |ocated adjacent to the existing paved road. It
was renmoved at an unknown date.

The proposed museum storage facility will initially consist of a
free standing structure and an adjacent parking area (Figure 3).
| f additional funds are available in the future, the structure
wi || be expanded northward to a shape resenbling an "L".

Lying at an el evation between 62 and 65 feet AMSL, the site lies
on a plateau within 1000 feet of Great Run, a tributary of
Beaverdam Creek. Al though the area appears attractive for
prehistoric or historic occupation, no sites have been identified
in the area prior to the m d-nineteenth century.

In accordance with the Programmati c Agreenent between the

Nati onal Park Service, the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, and the National Conference of State Historic
Preservation Oficers, all actions not conformng wth the
progranmmati c exclusions are subject to review by the SHPO and t he
Advi sory Council. Construction of the new nuseum storage
facility constitutes such an action. Wthin the consultation
process, potential effect to archeol ogical resources is a key
factor in determning the project's overall effect. To this end,
archeol ogi cal testing was conducted on June 27 and 28, 1994. Al
wor k was conducted by the author.

Met hodol ogy

Al'l fieldwrk was conducted in accordance with the Secretary's
St andards for Archeology and Historic Preservation. |In the
absence of detailed guidelines for Phase |I (identification
studies) field procedures by the Virginia SHPO those devel oped
by the Pennsyl vania SHPO were used with the exception of halving



I
{

E .
1
= 'y B
e
) .
I. . Al
: B
N | 7
o .'I g T
o '8y

rilﬂizr i
= E:ﬁigl' ' :

P
%)

‘N
S)

o

'1:1" | ﬂ‘. [
Figure 1: Location of Quarters 211

2



Horth Facade

Figure 2: Photographs of Quarters 211 Prior to Denolition.



t he suggested testing interval to produce a tighter density of
tests. Al soil fromundisturbed strata was screened through
one-quarter inch hardware cloth. Al artifacts from undi sturbed
contexts were retained.

Excavati ons neasured approximately 1.5 feet wide, with m nor
deviations resulting fromdensity of the deposits. Excavation
continued until sterile subsoil, interpreted as the yellow sh
brown sandy clay underlying the entire project |ocation, was

i dentifi ed.

Resul ts

Fourteen tests were excavated in the area of proposed devel opnent
(Figure 4). Individual tests are described in Appendix 1. For
ease of conparison, they are here conbined into interpretable
conmbi nations. Three areas were identified by their stratigraphy.
They represent the fornmer |ocation of the parking turnout, the

| ocation of Quarters 211, and an irregularly shaped area which
had no prior devel opnent. It nust be enphasi zed that despite
their proximty to each other (25 feet) no two profiles were
identical, reflecting the disrupted condition of the soil (Figure
5). Photographs of the individual tests are presented in
Appendi x 1.

The generalized stratigraphy in the forner |ocation of the
turnout (Tests 7 and 4) consisted of 3 strata which varied in
dept h and t hi ckness:

1. Dark Grey hum c | oam (Miunsell color 10YR 4/1). This strata
averaged 0.4 feet thick

2. Very dark grayish brown sandy | oam (Munsell col or 10YR 3/2)
contai ning cinder, slag, and pul verized shell. This strata
averaged 0.45 feet thick.

3. Brown sand (Munsell color 10 YR 5/3) grading into yellow sh
brown sandy clay (Miunsell color 10YR 5/4). This strata
averaged 0.8 feet thick

The generalized stratigraphy in the forner |ocation of Quarters
211 consisted of 3 strata which varied in depth and thickness.



0000000000000 O00®

10 0 5 : :
I R R 5 5
LT T 5 Proposed
SCALE IN FEET : New S
g Buildliri
/\ %DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDE
o N7
3 \%
%
= s Proposed
g > Future

Exponsion

Proposecd New
Parking Area

——EXISTING  —— - UTURE
iiiiiiii NE \/ smsmnamsas RE M/ F )

Figure 3: Location of Proposed Construction in Relation to
Denol i shed Structures.




\ | | | | | | | 14 15
O
SCALE IN FEET
O O
o e
A 16
7
- %,
- 5 o) o) o
= 9 5 3
O O O
S S >
| 7 4 1

EXISTING ASPHAL T

PAVEMENT

Figure 4. Locaton of Archeol ogical Tests in Relation to Proposed
Devel opnent .




11
1

Ul

+
H
H

|

TEST 7

Dark grey sandy

TEST 11

L7 4
b
TEST 6

TEST S

TEST 4

—_
JE—
—

Black cinder ond

o+ o+
TEST 15
o+ b
TEST 12
TEST 16
TEST 3
TEST e
TEST 1

Brown clayey sand (10YR 5/3)

L]

7

loam (10YR 4/ [ZZ| shell (10YR 2/D grading into
yellowish brown sandy cloy
‘ (10YR 5/4
L., Yellowish brown Yellowish brown
# v, | cloy QOYR 5/6) sand (10YR 5/4)
r.t. with debris
Figure 5. Strata Reveal ed in Archeol ogi cal Tests.




These strata appeared in tests 3, 6, 9, 12, 11, and 15 (however,
only strata 1 and 3 appeared in test 14):

1. Dark Grey hum c | oam (Miunsell color 10YR 4/1). This strata
averaged 0.2 feet thick.

2. Yel | ow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell color 10YR 5/6)
cont ai ni ng abundant debris fromdenolition of Quarters 211.
This strata averaged 0.6 feet thick.

3. Brown sand (Munsell color 10 YR 5/3) grading into yellow sh
brown sandy clay (Miunsell color 10YR 5/4). This strata
averaged 1.6 feet thick.

Test 3 contained the single artifact which was not recovered from
an undi sturbed context, a single Madison pp/k fromthe upper
portion of Strata 3.

The soil profiles in the area which did not have docunented

devel opment exhibited the follow ng stratigraphy, and shoul d be

i ndi cative of the original sequence. This area is not

contiguous, but was exhibited along the periphery of the proposed
current devel opnment (Tests 1, 2, 5 and 8).

1. Dark Grey hum c | oam (Miunsell color 10YR 4/1). This strata
averaged 0.3 feet thick

2. Brown sand (Munsell color 10 YR 5/3) grading into yellow sh
brown sandy clay (Miunsell color 10YR 5/4). This strata
averaged 1.6 feet thick.

Concl usi ons

Excavation of fourteen tests within the proposed |ocation of the
museum storage facility, including potential future construction,
indicated that virtually the entire area has been altered both by
construction and denolition of Quarters 211 and an associ at ed
par ki ng turnout.

The original stratigraphy, as identified in Tests 1 and 5, has
two strata; a surface |ayer of dark grey sandy | oam (Minsel
(10YR 4/1) extending to 0.4 feet, followed by brown clayey sand
(Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading into yell owi sh brown sandy cl ay
(Munsell 10YR 5/4). The depth of this transition varies as
illustrated in Figure 3 and reflects the slight elevation
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differential across the site.

The strata fromareas interpreted as having prior disturbance
possess redeposited dark grey sandy | oam of recent inport

i medi at el y above a dense yellow sh brown clay | ayer containing
abundant debris from Quarters 211. However, the disturbance from
construction/denolition is not uniform varying fromO.4 feet
thick in the |l east disturbed area (Test 3) to 1.1 feet in Test
16. That this area may have contained, at sone tine, the
potential to possess an archeol ogical entity is suggested by the
presence of a Madi son pp/k recovered fromthe top portion of
strata 3. However, the lack of recovery of additional
prehistoric materials argues the absence of a definable

prehi storic occupati on.

In summary, the extent of prior disturbance at the proposed

| ocation of the museum storage facility, as identified in this
testing program indicated that no significant archeol ogical
properties are present at this location and that the project wll
have no effect on archeol ogi cal resources.
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Appendi x I: Test Unit Strata Descriptions

Test 4

Dark gray sandy | oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)
Bl ack cinder and shell (Munsell 10YR 2/1)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellowi sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 7

Dark gray sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)
Bl ack cinder and shell (Munsell 10YR 2/1)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 1
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 2

Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 5

Dark grey sandy | oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)
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Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 8

Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)
Yel | owi sh brown sand (Miunsell 10YR 5/ 4)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellowi sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 9

Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)
Yel | owi sh brown clay (Miunsell 10YR 5/6)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yell owi sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 6
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Yel | owi sh brown clay (Miunsell 10YR 5/6)

Test 3
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Yel | owi sh brown clay (Miunsell 10YR 5/6)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 11
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Yel | owi sh brown clay (Minsell 10YR 5/6)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellowi sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)
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Test 16
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Yel | owi sh brown clay (Miunsell 10YR 5/6)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 12
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Yel | owi sh brown clay (Miunsell 10YR 5/6)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 14
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Yel | owi sh brown clay (Minsell 10YR 5/ 6)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellow sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)

Test 15
Dark grey sandy |oam (Munsell 10YR 4/1)

Yel | owi sh brown clay (Minsell 10YR 5/6)

Brown cl ayey sand (Munsell 10YR 5/3) grading
into yellowi sh brown sandy clay (Miunsell 10YR
5/ 4)
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Appendi x I1: Phot ographs

Figure 6: Test 1. Figure 7: Test 2.
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Figure 8 Test 3. Figure 9: Test 4.
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Test 6.

Figure 11

Test 5.

Fi gure 10:
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Figure 12: Test 7. Fi gure 13: ~ Test 8.
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Test 11.

Fi gure 15:
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Appendi x 3: Artifacts Recovered from Tests

CAT _NMBR OBJ NAME _CNT DESCR1 DESCR2 OBJ DATE MEASURE
COLOY 100186 INSULATOR FRAGMENT 1 | Insulator fragment. rim. WT 9.1G
COLOY 100187 NAIL FRAGMENT 1 | Nall, cut. proximal. AD 1790 TO AD 1990 WT 2.0G
COLOY 100188 NAIL 1 | Nail, wire. complete. AD 1880 TO AD 1990 WT 8.1G
COLOY 100189 BRICK FRAGMENT 4 | Brick fragment. WT 5.9G
COLOY 100190 MORTAR FRAGMENT 2 | Mortar fragment. WT 9.0G
COLOY 100191 SHERD 1 | Glass. Green. UID Container. body. WT 1.7G
COLOY 100192 SHERD 1 | Glass. Clear. UID Container body WT 1.7G
COLOY 100193 SHERD 1 | Earthenware, refined. body. AD 1813 TO AD 1900 WT 3.6G
Ironstone.
COLOY 100194 BRICK FRAGMENT 2 | Brick fragment. WT 31.9G
COLOY 100195 MORTAR FRAGMENT 1 | Mortar fragment. WT 5.3G
COLOY 100196 UID COMPOSITE ARTIFACT FRAGMENT 1 | UIC composite artifact WT 57.9G
fragment.
COLOY 100197 POINT, PROJECTILE 1 | Madison. complete.
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